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Introduction
Leon Nemoy, Dropsie University, wrote in:

REVUE DES ETUDES JUIVES, CXXXV (1-3), JUNE-SEPT, 1976 PP 87-112

Unhappily the Karaites themselves display today, as they did in the past, little inclination to
record their own current history, and even in Muslim countries, where history and biography
have been widely and assiduously cultivated, Karaite historians and biographers are almost
unheard of. Unfortunately unrecorded history, most particularly in the turbulent and
destructive years of the 20" century, is bound to become permanently lost history, and it is
the realization of this inexorable fact that underline the great effort currently being made to
collect and record everything that concerns the once and flourished Jewish communities in
Europe that have been wiped out by the Holocaust. Soon enough, one fears, It may be too
late to do the same for the existing Karaite communities, and that surely would be most
regrettable.

This present paper is an attempt to rescue from oblivion at least one recent member of the
Karaite community, Mourad Farag.

He was born in 1867 in a family whose hereditary occupation was goldsmithing. His father
meant him to follow this tradition and provided with no formal general schooling, but Farag
nevertheless proceeded to educate himself, studying both Hebrew and Arabic, as well as
jurisprudence, and eventually qualifying as attorney at law (Arabic muhamy). In this
profession he distinguished himself in a number of prominent legal cases, including that of
a Jew accused of ritual murder. The reputation thus acquired led to his service as legal
counsel to the Karaite Beth Din as well as to the reigning Khedive “"Abbas Hilmi” (up to the
latter’s abdication in 1914) and won him the friendship of the Rabbanite chief rabbi of Egypt
Hayyim Nahum.

From Mr. el-Kodsi personal recollections of Mourad Farag it appears that the latter was
blessed with a most attractive personality, and gained the respect and affection of all those
who came in contact with him. He died in 1956.

In the midst of his busy professional and social activity Mourad Farag somehow found time
to produce a long series of scholarly works in Arabic, as well means to publish them. A few
dealt with modern Egyptian Jurisprudence, but the great majority were developed to
studies in Hebrew grammar, comparative Hebrew and Arabic philology, Karaite Law, Bible,
and kindred Jewish subjects. For atime he financed and edited a monthly magazine in
Arabic entitled al-Tahdhib. He also wrote prolific poetry in Arabic (4 volumes) and in
Hebrew (2 volumes). At least a few of his works deserve to be mentioned here in page 3:
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~— Amihal Sulayman (the Book of Proverbs), 1938, and Ayyab (the Book
of Job), 1950, rendered into Arabic verse, with a special effort to use
words which have the same, or nearly the same meaning in both
Arabic and Hebrew,

— Ustadh al-“Ibriyah; Mdareh ha-‘ibril (Hebrew grammar in Arabic),
Cairo, 1925, vii-160 pages.

— Multaga al-lughalayn al-"Ibrigah wal-‘Arabiyah (The Meeting Poinl
of Lthe Two Languages, Hebrew and Arabic), Cairo, 1930- (?), 3 vols.;
volume 4 was prepared but not published. The first volume, a copy
of which is belfore me, is a hefty book of 418 pages and covers the
Arabic letters alif through jim. As his sources Farag names the
Hebrew and Arabic Bible, the Talmud (probably secondhand, Lhrough
S. J. Fuenn’s dictionary ha-’Osar, which he mentions), the Koran,
the standard collections of Muslim traditions (hadiih), and two classical
Arabic dictionaries, al-Oamiis of al-Firtzabadi and Lisdn al-Arab
of Ibn Manzur.

— al-Ahkdam al-shar‘tyah fi al-ahwal al-shakhsiyah lil-Isr@iliyin  al-
Qar@’tyin (Rules Governing Personal Status in Karaite Law), Cairo,
1935, vi-78 pages. A concise manual of Karaite law consisting of
very brief rulings on the various situations affeclting the status of the
individual (incest, marriage, divorce, widowhood, inherilance).

— al-Yahadi—ma'na wa-‘agidah (The Jew—Meaning and Belief), 1946.
— Tafsir al-Tawrah (Commentary on the Torah), 1925-26, 2 vols.
— al-Shu‘ar@ al-Yahiad al-*Arab (The Jewish Arab Poets), 1928.

— Shi‘ar al-Khidr; Adderel Eliyyaha, targam a-pérash; Stalut personnel
israélite caraite, Cairo, 1917, iii (?)-192 pages.* An enlarged and
annotated translation of the discourses on incest and on women
(ff. 144a-167a) and on inheritance (ff. 172a-174b) of Elijah Bashyatchi’s
code of Karaite law (Odessa, 1870 edition). This appears to be a sort
of Vorarbeit Lo al-Ahkam al-shar‘iyah, listed above.

— al-Qard@ in wal-Rabbanan ; Carailes et Rabbaniles,® Cairo, 1918, v (?)-
186 pages. This work will be examined here in greater detail.

SOURCES

KARAITE : Eshicol ha-kofer, by Judah Hadassi; Gan ‘Eden and Keéter Tordh,
by Aaron (ben Elijah) the Younger; Adderet Eliyyahid, by Elijah
Bashyatchi; Orah saddiqgim, by Simhah Isaac Lulzki; Lebiish malkit,
by Mordecai ben Nisan; Massdh u-mertbah, by Abraham Firkoviteh.
Other Karaite works are also referred Lo, presumably as cited in these
sources.

4. The author begins his preface with the following statement: “I wish, and so do
others—Karailes as well as our brethren (ikhwdnind)—that we were all as one (kunna
wahidan), so that what divides us today would no longer divide us.” In a [oolnole
he explains: “By ‘our brelhren’ I mean the Rabbanites, for in my mind this is the
proper lerm for them (wa-hadhd lagabuhum “indi).”

5. In Mr. el-Kodsi’s copy of this work (a Xerox-facsimile of which is before me)
the title-page is in manuscript; the original printed title-page is presumably missing.
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For footnote 4 on page 3: See the original in Arabic page 57
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‘U U 1935

Breifs Description of his reply:
“A WORD I WOULD PREFER NOT TO SAY”

In early 1935, Murad Farag published the Book:

“Israelite Karaite Personal Status” as per the Karaite General Council request.
Quickly the publication drew criticism from some who pretended to be
knowledgeable about the faith. They even attacked Hakham Tobiah Levi
Babovitch in his apartment and showed disrespect.

At the time Murad Farag was in Alexandria which he chose earlier, to cut his
relation with the community. He learned about what had happened from the local
Arabic and French Newspapers.

He wrote this article to refute all the allegations of those who were discontent
with his book.

As usual in all his works, he proved his case quoting the Torah, the accepted
works of all the karaite sages and what is also accepted among our Brethrens, the
Rabbanites.
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“AlU in Paris”

The Karaite Jews of Egypt (from 1882-1986) and JQR
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LXXXVI. 1901-1902. A BLOOD-LIBEL IN CAIRO

... Mon enquéte a mis 4 nu la coupable indifférence du Grand
Rabbin du Caire, dont le devoir était de prendre franchement
position dans I'affaire en réclamant dés le début contre la prétention
monstrueuse du ministére public d’échaffauder tout un acte d’accu-
sation sur la dénonciation d’une femme imbue du préjugé da sang
et le témoignage d’une fillette de 6 ans a qui on avait fait la legon.
Il a laissé faire et il a eu le coeur d’aller passer I'été en villégiature au
Liban pendant qu'un pauvre Juif se défendait en vain contre une
accusation dont l'infamie rejaillissait sur tous ses coreligionnaires.
Les chefs temporels de notre communauté ne se sont pas montrés
plus jaloux de leur dignité de Juifs que leur chef spirituel. Ils ont cru
avoir beaucoup fait en renvoyant I'infortuné Kahana, qui était venu
implorer leur assistance, 4 un des administrateurs de la Communauté,
Mosséry Bey, colossalement riche il est vrai, disons celd 4 son hon-
neur, mais dont j’ai eu I'autre jour I'occasion d’éprouver la sécheresse
de coeur et I'outrecuidance aristocratique. Ce richard avait eu la
charité de charger son avocat de s'occuper de 'affaire de Iinculpé.
Il s’en est si bien occupé que le tribunal condamna sn client. J'ai
fait quantité de démarches pour m’aboucher avec cet avocat. On
m’a toujours répondu qu'il était absent. Je me suis contenté de voir
son premier employé et j’ai acquis la certitude que le Juif n'avait
pas été défendu ou il I'avait été trés mollement par le correspondant
de l'avocat de Mosséry Bey. Ce qui est effrayant, c’est que ni au
rabbinat ni 4 I'office de I'avocat on ne posséde de données exactes sur
cette affaire attristante. J'ai pu toutefois obtenir la copie de l'acte
d’accusation qui date du mois d’octobre de I'année derniére. 1 Je vous
enverrai la traduction de cette pitce par le prochain courrier ainsi
qu’une relation authentique de cet incident dramatique a I'usage de
votre bulletin mensuel. En attendant, Je suis allé au plus pressé. Jai
chargé un avocat caraite? 4 défaut d'un avocat israélite de plaider
l'affaire en appel. L’avocat est convaincu que le tribunal d’appel
acquittera le Juif & moins qu'une pression étrangére ne pése sur son
jugement.
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Vous savez que la justice indigéne est loin de briller par
son intégrité. L’acte d’accusation est tellement inepte que je partage
aussi 'optimisme de ’avocat. Je lui ai promis 4¢ pour ses honoraires.
Je suis sir que le Comité Central® approuvera mon initiative dans
cette circonstance et qu'il me remboursera les honoraires de I'avo-
cat ....¢

AIU, Egypte, X.E.18z.e. This is a letter from S. Somekh
in Cairo to the President of the AIU in Paris, dated
October 17, 1902—extract.

1. October 1go1.

2. Murdd Faraj, well-known as a writer and poet.

3. Of ATU.

4- The accused was found innocent only in December rgoz in the Court of Appeal, after
baving been in jail for 14 months. Not less appalling is, if one js to believe Somekh, the total
indifference of the Jewish community in Cairo.

PLATE 6: In October of 1901 a Rabbanite Jew, Hayyim Kahanah, from
Port Said, Egypt, was found guilty of trying to kidnap a six-vear-old
Christian girl. Kahanah was sentenced to one year at hard labor. At the
request of a concerned Rabbanite, Murad Farag appealed the ruling and
proved Kahdnah’s innocence. The judge also ordered the Egyptian
Government to bear all expenses.

© 1999 HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF JEWS FROM EGYPT AND ALBERT GAMIL.
Distributed by the Historical Society of Jews From Egypt



1902

20 352

43

1635 1902 1950

26

10 8 265 1902 20

1902 21

© 1999 HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF JEWS FROM EGYPT AND ALBERT GAMIL.

Distributed by the Historical Society of Jews From Egypt

10 8 265



44

© 1999 HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF JEWS FROM EGYPT AND ALBERT GAMIL.
Distributed by the Historical Society of Jews From Egypt



210

15 1902 15
1320

*k*k

1912 —

1923

1924 —

1928 ( ) DYWIPn
1929 -

1935 -

1939

1945 (27 MWwnn) Ay W

C o0 U & » & W o —= C

1917 4 j2a 379K NN )
1918

( )

*khkhkkk

1946
1950

45
© 1999 HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF JEWS FROM EGYPT AND ALBERT GAMIL.
Distributed by the Historical Society of Jews From Egypt

[—

o RV N O VO



1925

1927

1930
1933
1937

1917 ( )

1901
1916
1935

1937

1903 1901 " "
1909 1908 '
1930 1924 " !

1956 1944

46
© 1999 HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF JEWS FROM EGYPT AND ALBERT GAMIL.
Distributed by the Historical Society of Jews From Egypt

AW N =~ C UL R WL ~Cu kR L0~

(o



47

12

© 1999 HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF JEWS FROM EGYPT AND ALBERT GAMIL.
Distributed by the Historical Society of Jews From Egypt



48

30

60

© 1999 HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF JEWS FROM EGYPT AND ALBERT GAMIL.
Distributed by the Historical Society of Jews From Egypt



49

At the inauguration of the conference hall for
Societe’Historique D’Etudes Juives D’Egypte
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(1)
(2)

Members of the ‘Ezriit ha-Betuldt Association (1931). From right to lefi
sitting: Lieto Farag Mas‘tdah, Ibrahim ‘Abd al-Wahid, Mattatiah Rason al-
Sirgani, Murad Farag, Ya‘qiib Farag ‘Abd-Allah. David Zaki Lisha’, Jaqu.w
Lieto Mangibi. Second row: Yuisuf Miisd Marzig, Yisuf ‘Abd al-Wahid,
Rahmin Farag Levi, Amin Briikh al-Gamil, Habib Farag Salih, Yiisuf D3'ad
Salih, Lieto Yiisuf al-Qudsi. Third row: Mattatiah Nissin Marziig, Yisuf
Farag Lisha‘, Miisd Murad Miisa, Miisa Mas*lidah , Zaki Misa Darwish.

m?Inag Ny nnan "

David Marzouk
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Leon Nemoy

From:
The Jewish Quarterly Review: New se. Vo. 70 No4 (Apr., 1980) pp. 195-208

A MODERN EARAITE-ARARBIC POET:
MOURAD FARAG

By LEoy NEMOY, Dropsie University

TurovcHouT THE MIDDLE AcEs the art of versification was
regarded as an essential ingredient of an educated person’s
intellectnal equipment. Tt was recognized that only a few
individuals were blessed with genuine poetic talent which
enabled them to produce an entire corpus of original poetic
works, exhibiting a wealth of lefty (or not so lofty) ideas and
images, as well as an abundance of stylistic brilliance, Never-
theless even those individuals who were not so blessed, but
who aspired to be counted ameng the intellectual elite, were
expected to be well enough versed in the canons of prosody
and versification to produce, on more or less short notice, a
brief poem to mark a special occasion or a long ode in praise
of a powerful and wealthy patron,

In medieval Europe this rule applied to wversification in
Latin. Among the Arabs the tradition of versifying went
back to pre-Muhammadan times, and the preserved {becanse
it was eventually written down) pre-Islamic poetev probably
represents but a small {raction of the poetic produoction of
many centuries, transmitted from one generation to another
by word of mouth. The wealth of the Arabic language in
vocabulary, idiems, and figures of speech made versification
uncommonly easy even for poetasters entirely devoid of the
divine spark of talent. Most poetic forms went back to
hoary antiguity—the rise of Islam, the Arab conquests of the
7th-8th centuries, and the establishment of the wvast Arab
(later general Islamic) empire enriched Arab poetry with new
subjects and new wvistas, but the canons of poetic creativity
remained for the most part the same.

As in other respects, so also in respect to versification the

13
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ABSTRACT

The modern history of Karaism and Karailes is one of the most
neglecled corners in the whole field of Jewish and Near Eastern
studies. Particularly in the 20th century, unrecorded history
is bound fo become permanently lost history, an eventualily surely
Lo be regretled.

The present paper atlempts to rescue from oblivion a recentl
member of the Cairene Karaite communily. Mourad Farag (1867-
1955), born in a family of goldsmiths, became a successful allorney
at law, but devoted much ol his leisure to Jewish studies and became
a self-taughtl scholar in this field. Tle published a long series of
works in Hebrew grammar, comparative Hebrew and Arabic philol-
ogy, Karaite law, Biblical exegesis, and kindred subjects, as well
as copious Arabic and Hebrew poetry. The paper examines in
particular delail his work entitled The Karailes and the Rabbaniles,
in which he goes into great detail in examining the differences between
the two camps, as well as the history of the Karaites and their
literary activity. Iis inltention throughout is to avoid intolerance
and recriminations and to promote mutual understanding, and heis
equally opposed to extremism on either the Karaile or the Rabbanite
side. Il occasionally he bases his conclusions on insufficient evi-
dence, this is probably due Lo his lack of acecess Lo, or inabilily to
read fluently, the pertinent Rabbanite sources in the original. On
the other hand, in some aspects, for example in his concern for the
rights of women, he is clearly under the influence of modern Western
thought. An important product of modern Karaite literalure;
neither work nor author should be permitted to lapse into oblivion.

53

© 1999 HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF JEWS FROM EGYPT AND ALBERT GAMIL.
Distributed by the Historical Society of Jews From Egypt



LA A T

)5 op Guald V) daszlS” 4 el oo el
(4l)

i OV W s 36 ¢k 1w S Gr eagi) a8y o)
:\,,_*{1 OF Ad) 3o Do0ds 1) G 2% iy de 7 51 p de oo
5 m ot Y il 30! M o s o J21 61, o1, 59l ol
4 o bl e S G o1 g1 ey a5 OV Y st
A LN or el s U Lele 205 I dels -w
wlie o)y 43 fload s ol ells « o, L, <A o J‘"lm
A o) 3 2 Lol oidy e o 1 fadl iy 0 LW a b
e =N 08 5 W G e il Ll OF (Ss e

P2 Yol

VAY Qa4 4 g

54
© 1999 HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF JEWS FROM EGYPT AND ALBERT GAMIL.

Distributed by the Historical Society of Jews From Egypt



[Rihlichassoun.urg)

La Bibliothénue meyen-oriontale de Jacques HASSOUN (1936-1909]

Poge 1of'l

REochorrher dans e rewues ;

= A"

Thimes 2t catépories associgfe)s a la

idie

Les revues

HiT3F
Bulletin de la 5té d'Eudes Historlques
Juives d’Egypte, vol. 1

Libirafrie I, Moscate [Le Caima)
105
Cattaui Joscph Avant-oropos

Effendl Haim Naheuwm Communication sur les origines
historigues due Ghokto {Harat El Yanoud) {(Grand Rabbin du
Caire))

Avigdor 5. Aporges sur la vie pastorale et agricola des Juifs
d'apres 'a Bible et le Talmud

] (E-BCThi B AT | I

= Fn Egyate, wal. 4 Yallouz Alfred Rolation d'un voyzge a Mehalla El-Kobra

1 redus du Ceire, wal. 233

e Wolfensohn Abou Zousib Histol=e des Juifs en Arobic avont

: Tslam (Résume de la conférence pronancée en araba)

1 1 aire, #al. 3
Ta'nil 1 Bey Mourad Farag Analogies des langues Arabe et Hebraiguc
Les 2ppels de 1Oors, wol. 9 {(résumé dec la conférence en arabe)
Frdrs ¢ orentdlarne dediegs a la

NEMTe Ar LEvi-traverga SrEacalE

Tautes les rewoes

plan du site - realisd avec spip -

htipe/fhiblichassoun.oryfarticle. php3?id_aricle=1669 11720060

55

© 1999 HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF JEWS FROM EGYPT AND ALBERT GAMIL.
Distributed by the Historical Society of Jews From Egypt



89

1956 43 244 2221l

Gdals Eﬁﬁaﬂ\ Lsk‘ ;M\).uu
S (R S SE P JR
Ll Gl Gl e
e Sl lasS,ladsay
e o Ll aalagd 4
Ll o el ) il 5
Laily 1S a5 Lol cam il pa
Ul 5 Ty 58 s 0l 8 Cunia 53
T aa Y7, A8 i jla ds g
Laala 86 Al s jen oy o<
Ll by el s jaay
il &7, ad illday
Lol Tlaga S8 @l o e
Lol 71y i el 5 (g i) i
L A O B [P
s (5 L) 87 gl sl
L g el el DS

Loabos Lnatse () LS 28

RS S N REIgRY

f_,uy(. TN PP T PEN
LelS @) shall ) ol (5 s
Cnily L (IS5 ) 3k
Laclae Jlaiad 5 alianll (LS
Agag o g o yadng
ade Jalia ) ¢ sl o
Uaall 13 5 < g5 ) 38 L gl 1304
Naala Ty an e i ad ol
A g ) 5 (s laad) 4ad til) 48
el da i STVl cd g
Slale éls pa ?“33 Jseall umd
;\)Lblgé_?t_l_?\}u\_‘o)j\‘_‘“_b

Z

Al b~ \‘\c_aj_a\u_uudﬁ

°w /L,’Cj Ll elaa EEN \J}A
;LJSLG ﬁﬂA}j ! éJ_ﬁ, Jj J\)—Ai

4 \.3“:& O\ .\.\“ C.é ﬁ\‘)‘g “u a’s/ y

Jaaall & 5L Gl

o )l aleal Lz )5 8 ALS

© 1999 HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF JEWS FROM EGYPT AND ALBERT GAMIL.
Distributed by the Historical Society of Jews From Egypt



“Jerusalem Post”

The following is part of an article published in Jerusalem Post- Mar. 28, 2007
about unifying the two communities.

About 5,000-7,000 of Egyptian Jews were Karaites, who reject the rabbinic interpretation of
the Torah, as opposed to Rabbinic Jews. The Karaites have their own Code of Laws. "Today
there are nearly 30,000 Karaites in Israel, with almost all descended from Egyptian Karaites,"
says Prof. Ilan. "Although there have been attempts in Egypt to solve the prohibition of
intermarriage between both groups, notably that of Karaite Mourad Farag, it was not

successful."
From Jerusalem Post (Mar 28. 2007)
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