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BRITISH SEEN IN ROLE
AS PALESTINE MEDIATOR

,'They Await Chance to Act as Advisers,
:_Thus Tightening Hold on Mid-East

By CLIFTON )ANIEL N
Special to Tse NEw Yorx TiMzs.

LONDON, May 1-—As the day
approaches for the final surren-
der of Britain’s authority in Pal-
estine, the British are beginning
to think that they may yet have
a role to play in the settlement of
tke Jewisb~Arab dispute over the
D1y Lans. i

Tnat =ses not mean that the]
{nndon Government intends in
«qay way to alfer its decision to
relinquish its Palestine mandate
on May 15, withdraw British
troops by Aug. 1 and refrain
meanwhile from implementing
.any decision upon which Jews and
Arabs have not agreed. Nor does
it mean that the British intend
to assume any responsibilities
contrived for them by Amerjcan
statesmen.

, What is in the back of British
minds is that the opportunity for
mediation may arise once all the
parties have fully realized the fu-
tility of trying to resolve the Pal-
estine problem without agreement.
Freedom to take up that opportu-
nity has been reserved by the Gov-
ernment’s statement that, once
Britain occupies in relation to Pal-
estine the same detached position
as the other powers, there might
arise a new situation in which
Britain might intervene.

The decision to liguidate the
British administration in Pales-
tine was not intended as a mere
act of abhdication. It was partly
a result of frustration, but it also
embedied the idea that by no other
means could the Jews and Arabs
and their supporters abroad be
brought to their senses. It was
Britain’s way of knocking Jewish
and Arab heads together.
Britain’s New Opportunity

The possibility that now appeals
strongly to British imaginations is
that a few weeks or months of
fighting may bring the Jews and
Arabs to a realization of their
folly, that it may result in a mili-
tary stalemate, a balance of forces.
One British expert believes that
economic chaos alone will quickly
-force the Jews and Arabs to the
point of compromise.

At that juncture, British offi-
cials reason, the British Govern-
ment might intervene as a friend
and guide of both sides to effect
a "modus vivendi that would re-
store order to the Middle East.

One informed Englishman, al-
though probably too sanguine, ex-
pansively predicted this week that
within six months the British
would be negotiating an alliance
between a Jewish state and its
Arab neighbors. He happens to be
that rarity among British Chris-
tians, a pro-Zionist, but others who
are pro-Arab share his optimism.

These people are encouraged in
their theory by Britain’'s expe-
rience in India, where there was
first a slaughter and then peace,
with Britain emerging with en-
hanced prestige. With the Indian
precedent in mind, they would
prefer that the Palestine bellig-
erents first fight — at least until
they have been convinced of the
grave consequences of their in-
transigeance.

No Retreat From Mideast

However, it is not in any sense

. favorable to British interests that
there should be interminable battie
in Palestine or that festering dis-
order should continue to disturb
the Middle Eastern political bal-
- ance. -The Middle East, after alj,
remains the primary sphere of
British influence where stability
iz desirable. It is inconceivable
that the British, although they
have chosen to quit Palestine,
should abandon all concern and
responsibility for the most aggra-
vating of Middle Eastern problems.
Withdrawal from Palestine doas
not by any stretch of reasoning
mean that Britain is beginning a
voluntary retreat from the Middle
East as a whole. On the contrary,
it is most prayerfully hoped in
Whitehall that by ridding itself of
the stigma of an unpopular Pales-
tine policy, the Government can
partly restore its prestige and in-
fluence with the Arab states. i
What influence remains is al-
ready being exercised in discreet;

fashion to keep Arab tempers un-i
der control. Britain has been very;
firm in declaring’ that no regular
armies of Arab states would be
allowed into Palestine while this
country was responsible for its
security. That firmness has defi-
nizely dampened the rashness of
some Arab hotheads.

. There is also cause to believe
that Sir Alex Kirkbride, British
Minister in Amman, has been
counseling King Abduallah of
Trans-Jordan to restraint,

It is not at all certain that the
British _ will continue to warn
Trans-Jordan forces out of Pales-
tine after British forces have evac-
uated. Foreign Secretary  Ernest
Bevin specifically declined in the
House of Commons this week to
make any promises, pend:ng’ final
determination of Palestine’s future
by the United Nations. -

Mr. Bevin was apparently actu-
ated by the thought that the parti-
tion of Palestine might e left in
effect, in which case ther: might,
be no objecticn to the Arab Le-
gion’s entering the pureiy Arab
areas of the Holy Land.

Hold Over Abdullah

Some British authorities con-
tend in fact that it would be de-
sirable for the Arab Legion to oc-
cupy Arab towns for the purpose
of preserving law and order after
the disintegration of the British
police forces. Others would like to
see King Abdullah, Britain’s most
loyal ally in the Arab world, in-
crease his country’s territory,
strength and influence by annex-
ing parts of Palestine.

It is probable that the Arab Le-
gion could operate in Palestine
without its British officers, who
are reliably stated to constitute
only 5 per cent of its officer per-
sonnel and are mainly employed
in technical training tasks. But it
is equally improbable that t{he
Arab Legion could undertake sus-
tained operations over a long pe-
riod without British equipment,:
supplies and money. |

Britain’s hold over King Abdul-
lah is, largely financial, although
she also has powers of moral sua-
sion and, under the treaty between
the two counfries, the legal right
to demand that Trans-Jordan shall
not do anything to create diffi-
cuities for the United Kingdom.

Britain’s influence in other
Arab states has been greatly re-
duced during the past decade.
British counsel of restraint would
be regarded with the gravest sus-
picions in Egypt and Iraq, which
are undergoing a phase of vioient
anti-British agitation.

Nevertheless, until this week the
Arab states had seemed reluctant
to invade Palestine while the Brit-
lish Army was still on the scene.
iResponsible statesmen of Arab
'states are obviously well aware of
‘the military risks, vast expense,
itechnical difficulties and severe in-
iternational sanctions that invasion
‘might entail.

| Arab Military Weakness

i "In the opinion of British military
‘experts the so-called Arab “Libera-
tion Army’—volunteer forces from
loutside Palestine, aided by peasant
partisans inside the country—is in-
capable of preventing the estab-
lishment of a Jewish state in Pal-
estine. Public opinion in the Arab
countries has realized this, and
|with the usual rowdy hullabaloo
}in the streets is demanding inter-
vention by the regular armies.
The ensuing clamor, intensified
‘by the resounding defeat of the
‘Arab guerrilla forces in Palestine,
has put the Arab governments
into a panic and galvanized them
‘into something resembling action.
From this there has emerged a
reported plan for the joint occu-
pation of Palestine by two or more
Arab armies, This show of deter-
mination, however, has not ban-
ished the difficulties inherent in a
vast military operation by rela-
tively untried troops of countries
that are poor both in war re-
sources and military leadership.
If the Jews do not become over-
confident and overplay their po-
tentialities there is a fair chance,
in the opinion of many here, that
they might contain the combined

assault of the Arab armies.
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